The Oyster Advisory Commission meeting on March 9, 2026, was a significant session
focused primarily on the announcement of record-breaking oyster reproduction levels in
Maryland waters and the ongoing management of the state's oyster population.

Below is a summarized transcription and overview of the key topics discussed during
the recording:

1. Historic Oyster Reproduction Announcement

The meeting opened with a report on the Maryland Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) annual fall oyster survey.

o Record Spatfall: Biologists reported the highest levels of "spat" (juvenile
oysters) in decades.

« Ecological Impact: Governor Wes Moore’s administration highlighted these
findings as a "historic year," noting that oysters are the bedrock of the
Chesapeake Bay ecosystem.

o Strategic Success: The commission discussed how current management
strategies, including sanctuary programs and substrate placement, likely
contributed to this reproductive success.

2. Harvest Management and Sustainable Fishing

A significant portion of the meeting was dedicated to balancing the record reproduction
with commercial interests:

o Overfishing Prevention: The commission reviewed biological reference points
from the most recent stock assessment to ensure fishing mortality rates remain
at target levels.

o Public Fishery Support: There was a consensus on maintaining a robust public
fishery while ensuring long-term sustainability. Representatives from the
Maryland Watermen’s Association and the Maryland Oysterman’s Association
provided input on the economic health of the industry.

3. Environmental and Habitat Restoration

o Nitrogen Removal: The commission reviewed data on the role of increased
oyster abundance in nitrogen removal and water filtration.

« Habitat Expansion: Discussion focused on the 5-year oyster review report and
the rationale for maintaining the 20-30% sanctuary targets to provide
"broodstock" for future spatfall.

4. Member Contributions and Reports

e University Research: Dr. Mike Sieracki (UMCES) and Scott Knoche (Morgan
State) presented scientific modeling tools used to quantify the long-term impacts
of various management actions.

« Resource Concerns: Some commissioners raised concerns regarding water
quality (pollution/runoff) and how it might limit the survival of the newly recorded
spat in certain tributaries.

5. Administrative Notes

o Next Steps: The commission is moving toward a final recommendation package
for the enhancement of the Fishery Management Plan.



e Public Access: While a full word-for-word text transcript is often finalized weeks
after the meeting, the Maryland DNR website typically hosts the video summary
and formal minutes under the "Meetings" section of the Oyster Advisory
Commission page.

Note: If you are looking for a verbatim, time-stamped text file of the entire 17:04 EDT

recording, it is typically generated via the DNR's official "Video Summary" or "Minutes"
link, which is usually posted within 7-10 days of the meeting date. Given that today is

March 10, the formal written minutes may still be in the drafting phase.
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